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588 chenet's Indian explorations. [Oct. 

strange as it may seem, extensive credit. This series of papers is 
among the choicest specimens of the satirical literature which abound- 
ed at that epoch. They are now collected and republished* with an 
ample and able historical commentary. They are valuable at once as 
a memorial of their distinguished authors, and as affording a vivid 
picture of the perilous condition of the country, which seemed to have 
been rescued from foreign misrule only to plunge into the abyss of 
democratic tyranny. The publication is well timed, at an epoch when 
we are again threatened with disintegration and anarchy. 



23. — Carthage and her Remains: being an Account of the Excava- 
tions and Researches on the Site of the Phoenician Metropolis in 
Africa, and other Adjacent Places. Conducted under the Auspices 
of Her Majesty's Government. By Dk. N. Davis, F. E. G. S., 
&c. With Illustrations. New York : Harper and Brothers. 1861. 
8vo. pp. 504. 

It is impossible, in a brief notice, to do even approximate justice to a 
volume like this. The explorations which it records seem to have been 
judiciously and faithfully made; the narrative is clear, circumstantial, 
and manifestly authentic ; and the light which it sheds on ancient his- 
tory attaches to it importance of a very high order. We are sorry to 
make exception to the author's style, which is not that of a practised 
writer ; but it is too much to ask that a man qualified to conduct so diffi- 
cult an enterprise should always meet the demands of a fastidious 
rhetorical taste, and more is gained by a first-hand description than 
can be lost by any infelicities of manner. We should also take excep- 
tion to some of the author's historical and philological arguments and 
conclusions, which are often little else than a petitio principii. But 
was not this the prevalent mode of reasoning in the whole field of 
ancient history, till Niebuhr inaugurated a new era ? 



24. — Contributions to the Thirteenth Annual Report of the Regents of 
the University on the State Cabinet of Natural History, in the State 
of New York. By T. Apoleon Chenet. Albany. 1860. pp. 
15, Plates 24, and Map. 

The field of Mr. Cheney's explorations is the district bordering 
upon Lake Erie. His discoveries embrace tumuli of stone and earth, 
sacred enclosures, fortifications, ancient roads, cemeteries, wells, hearths, 
and numerous objects of art ornamental and useful. The earth-works 



